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ATTACHMENT 12-1  

This attachment was established in accordance with Article 118-1of this AOR proper, and referred 

to ICAO Annex 6, Part I, Appendix 9. 

1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

Location of an aeroplane in distress aims at establishing, to a reasonable extent, the location of an 

accident site within a 6 NM radius. 

2. OPERATION 

2.1 An aeroplane in distress shall automatically activate the transmission of information from 

which its position can be determined by the operator and the position information shall 

contain a time stamp. It shall also be possible for this transmission to be activated manually. 

The system used for the autonomous transmission of position information shall be capable of 

transmitting that information in the event of aircraft electrical power loss, at least for the 

expected duration of the entire flight. 

2.2 An aircraft is in a distress condition when it is in a state that, if the aircraft behaviour event is 

left uncorrected, can result in an accident. Autonomous transmission of position information 

shall be active when an aircraft is in a distress condition. This will provide a high probability 

of locating an accident site to within a 6 NM radius. The operator shall be alerted when an 

aircraft is in a distress condition with an acceptable low rate of false alerts. In case of a 

triggered transmission system, initial transmission of position information shall commence 

immediately or no later than five seconds after the detection of the activation event. 

Note 1.— Aircraft behaviour events can include, but are not limited to, unusual attitudes, 

unusual speed conditions, collision with terrain and total loss of thrust/propulsion on all 

engines and ground proximity warnings. 

Note 2.— A distress alert can be triggered using criteria that may vary as a result of aircraft 

position and phase of flight. Further guidance regarding in-flight event detection and 

triggering criteria may be found in the EUROCAE ED-237, Minimum Aviation System 

Performance Specification (MASPS) for Criteria to Detect In-Flight Aircraft Distress Events 

to Trigger Transmission of Flight Information. 

2.3 When an aircraft operator or an air traffic service unit (ATSU) has reason to believe that an 

aircraft is in distress, coordination shall be established between the ATSU and the aircraft 

operator. 

2.4 The State of the Operator shall identify the organizations that will require the position 

information of an aircraft in an emergency phase. These shall include, as a minimum: 

a) air traffic service unit(s) (ATSU); and 

b) SAR rescue coordination centre(s) (RCC) and sub-centres. 

2.5 When autonomous transmission of position information has been activated, it shall only be 

able to be deactivated using the same mechanism that activated it. 

Note 1.— Refer to Annex 11 for emergency phase criteria. 
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Note 2.— Refer to Annex 12 for required notifications in the event of an emergency phase. 

2.6 The accuracy of position information shall, as a minimum, meet the position accuracy 

requirements established for ELTs. 

 


